CITY TIGHTENS ITS
CODE ON NUISANCE;

PROPERTY OWNERS

ALSO RESPONSIBLE The Campbell
Ordinance is amended
due to day-laborer issue
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Campbell city officials are clamping
down on owners who don’t curb distur-
bancesat their properties.

City attorney Bill Seligman said the
driving force for the changes was the day-
laborer behavior issues around Hamil-
ton and Salmar avenues. This triggered
unanimous approval by council mem-
bers on Jan. 15 of an amendment to the
city’s nuisance ordinance.

Seligman added these changes would
serve as another tool for code enforce-
ment. The city currently has one code
enforcement officer to handle approxi-
mately 240 cases per year.

Property owners will be cited for dis-
turbances by other individuals. Prior to
the amendment, only the individuals
were cited for disturbances.

Seligman said a “disturbing the peace”
definition was added, which now
includes harassment of passersby and
more closely follows California penal
code. He said that the definition was
adopted from the city of Santa Monica.

Matt Francois,an attorney represent-
ing Home Depot, sent a letter to Selig-
man in response to the changes in the
ordinance changes. He stated thathe had
concerns about the shift of responsibili-
tyfrom the person to the property owner.

Seligman said the person creating the
nuisance is still responsible, but it also
puts the onus on the property owner.

The fine for afirst violation by a prop-
ertyowner is $100 and asecond violation
within a two-year period would be con-
sidered a misdemeanor. The new ordi-
nance goes into effectin March.
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408-243-9800 or of Prospect High School student Kevin Tully, who helps with a hose-laying drill, is enrol]ed in Metropolitan Education District’s

www.DiscoveryKS.org fire science program. This program and its EMT course were added to the 2007 Central County Occupational Center
- carricalum. CCOC s a unit of MetroED.




course trains high school students interested in pursuing a career in firefighiing,

Fireaup

Students are in for the long haul

£ helsea Nesmejanow was at
= arestaurant when a patron
U cut her finger and fainted
from the blood. Instead of panick-
ing, Chelsea knew exactly what to
do.She made sure the woman was
inasafe and comfortable position
and called outto herinan attempt
to wake her. She then gave her
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Hi senio (from left) Danny Stock and Jo Van Nuland learn laer l afire science class taugt at the Central County Occupational Center. Th ew
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water and sat by her side until
paramedics arrived.

Chelseais notamedical profes-
sional but a high school junior
enrolled in Metropolitan Educa-
tionDistrict’s Emergency Medical
Technician program. The EMT
program and the fire science pro-
gram are the newest offerings at
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the vocational school.

Like herclassmates Evan Devi-
to, John Von Nuland and Kevin
Tully, Chelsea is fired up about the
program and getting hands-on
experience.

“WhatI have learned from the
program and my experience atthe
restaurant has given me tons of

confidence and made me realize
that I've chosen the right path,”
Chelsea says.“I know whatI want
to dofor the rest of my life.”

The EMT and fire science pro-
grams beganin September2007 to
provide new opportunities for high
school students who found a tradi-
tional classroom not the right fit.

Students spend half the day at
their home high school and three
hours a day,five days a week at the
Central County Occupational
Center in San Jose, a unit of
MetroEd.The program is opento
students in a number of school dis-
tricts, including Campbell Union
High School, Los Gatos-Saratoga




Joint Union High School and San
Jose Unified School districts.

Bothprograms require students
todressinappropriate gear or uni-
forms, and physically complete
lessons instead of just reading
them from a textbook.

This hands-on training hasbeen
very beneficialand a greatlearn-
ing experience, the students say.

“I was average in all my classes
in highschool, but ’'m excelling in
this class,” says Kevin, a senior at
Prospect High School. “We’re
going through real-life scenarios.
This is the best thing youcould ask
for in a classroom setting.”

The scenarios include learning
how to hoist tools up a fire ladder,
protect household belongings
during a fire, handle patients who
are bleeding, in shock or have
beenpoisoned. The students learn
how to lift and move injured
patientssafely.

Leland High School senior
Evan Devitosays his experience
in the program will give him confi-
dence as he continues his fire-
fighter training at Mission Col-
lege.

“I know that when I get to Mis-
sion I won’t be lost, and I’ll be a
step ahead of everyone else,”
Evan,17,says.“Everything we do
now is covered in a college class.
It’s what we’d be doing if we were
outin the field.”

The programs are instructed by
two experienced veterans, Phil
Gonzales and Oscar Tovar.Gon-
zalesis a retired San Jose fire pre-
vention officer, who was a fire
technology instructor at West Val-
ley/Mission College and a certi-
fied state fire marshall office
instructor.

TovarisaSan Jose Fire Depart-
ment Captain with Station No.16.

“These new programs are great
because students leave here with
a lot of experience and a lot of
knowledge,” Gonzales says.

Future Heroes

Students who have completed
the programs leave with confi-
dence and are well prepared for
future carcers as a firefighter,
EMT, paramedic, first responder
or registered nurse.

The students graduate with a
completion certificate and are cer-
tified in first aid, CPR and in the
use of an automated external
defibrillator.

The curriculum’s been a win-
win for the students. Their success
in the CCOC programs hasled to
increased motivation and success
at their home high schools.
Through the program students
learn work, social and life skills,
Gonzales says.

“T’'ve never been an ‘A’ student,
but since I’ve been in the class I
interact better; I've raised my
work ethic and have actually
improved in school,” Kevin says.
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Branham High school seniors (from left) Danny Stock and John Van Nuland learn ladder drills from fire science course instractor Oscar Tovar, who

is a captain at San Jose Fire Station No. 16. Thenewly offered class has attracted students who learn better through hands-on curriculum.

“It’s like an ‘easy’ button; this class
has simplified everything.”

The two new programs are run
in a military-like setting where
students must address instructors
and adults as either sir or ma’am.
They start every day with 20 points
that can be marked down if a uni-
formshirtis sloppy,if they talk too
much or are not properly
groomed.

The environment promotes a
sense of responsibility, and stu-
dents grow more mature as they
work their way through the semes-
ter-long course.

John, a Branham High School
senior in the fire science program,
says the classroom setting will
help him when he joins the
marines after graduation.

“It has really helped me
improve my leadership and organ-
ization skills,” John says. “I’m
learning things I will definitely
face once I’m in the academy.”

Spending 15 hours a week
together, the students have also
developed close bonds.

“We’re a lot more close to one
another here than at our own high
schools,” Kevin says. “It’s like a
real department here. We consid-
ereach other brothers and sisters.”

It’s hard for some students to
spend 45 minutes in a high school
classroom, but students say time
goes by quickly in the three-hour
morning and afternoon CCOC
courses.

“This is better than high
school,” Kevin says. “I live in
Saratoga and have to drive 17
miles everydayto get here,butit’s
totally worth it. Time just flies by
when you’re here.”

Chelsea says whether it’s astu-
dent whose been dreaming of
becoming a paramedic or fire-
fightersince childhood orstudents
still figuring out their future, the
CCOCisthe place tobe.

“I didn’t even know what an
EMT was until I gotinto the class,
and now I want to be a para-
medic,” Chelseasays. “It’s aschool
environment that encourages you.
I’'velearned more in the class than

Prospect seniors Jane Bringes (left) and Kevin Tully give each othera
high-five after a successful hoisting drill. The students say the hands-
on fire science and EMT classes have also made them better students

in the classroom.

tion visitwww.metroed.net.

For moreinformation on Cen-
tral County Occupational Center,

any otherclassI've had.”

The Metropolitan Education
Districtis located at 760 Hillsdale

call 408.723.6407.
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Ave, SanJose. For more informa-




